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Bai Juyi’s An old Charcoal Seller and ChenYinke’s Answers in Class

DENG Xiao-jun (Research Centre of Chinese Poetics, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu Anhui 241000,
China)

Key words: An old Charcoal Seller ; Changanzhi; Chang’an Map ; Liu Longkai; ChenYinke

Abstract: The geographic background of Chang’an in the Tang Dynasty described in Bai Juyi’s An old
Charcoal Seller is authentic. Song Mingiu’s Chang’anzhi , Lv Dafang’s Chang’an Map , and modern
Chang’an archeological findings are decisive in understanding the geography of East Fair and Daming Palace.
An old Charcoal Seller has outstanding stories, including bedding and sudden change. Furthermore. the
character’s physical appearance, action, psychological description presented a diligent and plain charcoal

seller, and an overbearing and frivolous eunuch.
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