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The TextualResearch on Poetic Relationship between Yao Nai and Yuan Mei

PAN Wu-zheng (Research Centre of Chinese Poetics , Anhui Normal University , Anhui Wuhu 241000 China)
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Abstract: It is an importantevent that the debate on poetics between Yao Nai and Yuan Mei in the period-
from Jiaqing to Daoguang. There was a great disagreementon poetics among them although they had a good
relationship. Yao Nai whorepresented Tongcheng Poetics urged the unity of poetic quality and moralquality,
required the language and emotion of poetry should be elegant, so Hemanifested a strong dislike for popular
poetry; while Yuan Mei who hated Li—Xue(a Confucian school of idealistphilosophy of the Song and Ming
dynasties) promotednatural disposition and intelligence, displayed intense interest in vulgarthings but de-
spised postnatal effort and opposed simulation. Tongcheng Poeticswhich valued postnatal effort more advo-
cated making difference throughsimulation, even admitted the importance of intelligence. The characteristic
of Tongcheng Poetics was prominent because of the debate between Yao and Yuan, andthen the Tongcheng

Poetry School had become an important force among thedifferent schools of poetry writing after Jiaqing and

Daoguang.
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